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1. What is Communism? 

Communism is the organisation of society upon community lines. It puts ordinary people together, their needs and their interests, ahead of any one individual. It guarantees power is held democratically by all who work and participate positively in society. It rewards solidarity and unity and punishes greed. It is the organisation of ordinary people in control of their own lives and destinies, in control of their culture and their economy, in control of their state. 
2. Communism is a great theory but will it ever work in practice? 

The goal of achieving communism is not based in a moral utopian argument that we should all be nice people. It is based in the reality of the self-interest of the working class. It is in working people’s interest to unite to achieve better conditions. It is in working people’s interest to promote their own culture and history. It is working people’s interest to control their own lives as far as is possible. This can only be done when working people participate in and control their own state. The self-interest of ordinary people through their own institutions will prevent the scale of corruption and abuse we see around us today. Communism is the expression of working class self-interest.

3. Why should I care?

All around us in Ireland today and across the globe we are witnessing a race to the bottom in terms of the conditions and relative equality of ordinary people. The European Union with its ‘free movement’ of labour is forcing down wages and so increasing the profits of already rich elites. Irish wages that we have fought long and hard for are being eroded. It is a lack of militant working class unity that is allowing this.

You should care because sooner or later your job will be in India or you will be earning less than you are today. It is in your direct and obvious interest to unite with other workers to combat and fight bosses and politicians driving this race to the bottom.  

4. Doesn’t Communism want to make us all the same?

There is a common myth that says that Communism wants to and will make people all the same. They will wear all the same clothes, work the same jobs and live in the same houses. This is nonsense. If anything capitalism, for all its talk of choice, offers us much the same clothes and fashion and much the same accommodation etc. Communism seeks and indeed does introduce the opposite.

Think of the amount of people unemployed around the world, if they were all working in productive labour as well as all the current employed people, we could reduce everyone’s time in work to a minimum. Forget a 5 day week we could work a 3 day week. With all this extra time people could live to enjoy life rather than live to work and only scrape buy, if you are ‘lucky’ enough to have work! People would have the time to explore the world and themselves; people could develop their talents as they wished.

A communist world, with the bonus of TIME, would produce the best artists and the best athletes. People are different and a communist world would celebrate this, as opposed to the capitalist world where different is to be scared of and talent goes unused.  

5. Isn’t Communism Russian and didn’t it fail there? 

In almost every capitalist country it is argued communism is foreign. In England it is continental, on the continent it is English. In Ireland it is Russian, in the middle-east it is ‘western’. The truth is it belongs to no country but to one class of people across the globe, ordinary working people like you and me. Communism is international.

Every country has a communist movement because every country has working people. Every country also has differences in their communist movements because we all have our unique histories and cultures.

The Irish communist movement is a development out of the struggle of ordinary people for their rights and duties across our history. It has grown out of the clan system that was destroyed by English occupation and rule through capitalism. It is a legacy of the United Irishmen’s struggle for unity, democracy and independence. It is a consequence of the Irish Citizen Army and the trade union movement.

Wherever you have working people you will have communists because communism belongs to ordinary people. 

6. Is Bertie a Socialist?

Bertie Ahern declared himself a socialist in the Dail. He argued Ireland was socialist because we have public parks. While of course public parks are social and are welcome, Bertie is no socialist and Ireland is no socialist country. The FF/PD coalition and the FG/Lab government have sold Ireland, its people and resources, to multinational corporations and to the US government.

Far from being socialist we are not even independent, north or south. The 6 counties is still a colonial statelet and the 26 counties is a neo-colony run for and by multination corporations, take the use of Shannon airport or the case of the Rossport 5 as to clear example.

FF, FG, PD, Lab are not even social democratic, they all support the increasing power and control of the European Union over our lives. Our laws come from unelected officials in Brussels. Democracy is what we must now fight for, and only socialism can provide this.

7. Won’t Communism destroy the nation?

Another lie spread about communism is that it will destroy the nation, and again make us all the same. This could not be further from the truth. A communist world would still have Irish people, English people, Americans and Iraqi’s, the difference would be the English wouldn’t rule in Ireland or the Americans in Iraq.

The oppression of one nation by another would not exist but national differences and cultures would. In fact a world without oppressed nationalities would see a thriving of cultural diversity with far less antagonism than today, as no nation could exploit another.

The current capitalist world is slowly killing national differences as imperialisms culture takes over. Everywhere is becoming ‘Americanised’ and we can see the resistance to this across the globe in 

various positive and negative forms. Violent resistance is inevitable but must be targeted at the real culprit, the capitalist system.

Communism is the liberation of all people’s, and is therefore the liberation of all nationalities. There would still be Ireland vs. England in soccer and rugby, only then we would play them as equals. 

8. Can one person make a difference?

One person by themselves will never make a difference but that one person standing beside their brother and sister in Venezuala, Iraq or England does make a difference.

Taking a stand yourself as an individual is the first step but as soon as you do this you will see that you are not alone. You will see you have many friends and allies in your own country and across the world.

It is not about an individual act of charity, it is about individuals joining together for justice, democracy and socialism. By joining a union, or a communist party, or a youth socialist movement you are making a difference. That one person is then suddenly part of millions worldwide.

9. Who was James Connolly?

James Connolly is who Irish Communists draw most influence and example from. Connolly, born in Scotland, organised and fought for workers in Scotland, England, the States and for the most part in Ireland.

Connolly was a working class leader and Marxist from the working class. He is a shining example of what every person can achieve through hard work and commitment. With none, or very little, formal education and living in constant poverty, Connolly and the working class of this country changed Irish history for ever.

Connolly founded the first ever Marxist party in this country, the Irish Socialist Republican Party, of which the Communist Party traces its roots to. Connolly organised workers around the country into the radical Irish Transport and General Workers Union, of which Larkin was the founder. In Belfast Connolly united protestant and catholic workers in their fight against exploitation only to have this work undone by unionist and nationalist sectarians.

Connolly organised women in the industrial field and gave a massive material and intellectual lift to feminism in this country. And most importantly Connolly and the workers army, the Irish Citizen Army, led the great rebellion of 1916 the start of Ireland’s liberation war.

Connolly is the figure to learn from, develop and advance in Ireland’s fight for freedom and socialism. It is Connolly and his class of ordinary workers that led and must continue to lead the democratic struggle.

10. What is the Connolly Youth Movement?

The Connolly Youth Movement, CYM, is a youth organisation committed to fighting for democracy, freedom and unity in this country. The CYM struggles to build socialism in Ireland and everywhere around the globe.

We unite in our ranks the many different traditions on this island and new people’s living and working here. 

We work primarily with the Communist Party and trade union movement to build an alternative youth culture to open people’s minds to the alternative to capitalism and slavery. 

We also work with other progressive movements here to develop young workers and student consciousness in their own proud history and culture.

As a member of the World Federation of Democratic Youth, we struggle in opposition to imperialism and for liberation around the globe of the oppressed peoples, including ourselves.
If you remove the The English army tomorrow and hoist the green flag over Dublin castle, unless you set about the organisation of the Socialist Republic your efforts would be in vain. – James Connolly, 1897








