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17th Assembly of WFDY – World Federation of Democratic Youth

10 – 13 March 2007 / Hanoi – Vietnam

“Let’s reinforce the struggle against imperialist aggression and exploitation for peace, solidarity and social transformation!”
POLITICAL DECLARATION


We the representatives of youth organizations gathered from 10 – 13 March, 2007 in Hanoi, Vietnam on the occasion of the 17th Assembly of the World Federation of Democratic Youth (WFDY) declare the following:

Preamble

The World Federation of Democratic Youth (WFDY), as anti-imperialist, progressive, democratic and massive international non-governmental youth organization, promotes the unity, cooperation, organized action, solidarity and exchange of information and experiences of work and struggle among the progressive youth forces, playing an indispensable role on the struggle against imperialism, fascism, colonialism, exploitation and war, for peace, internationalist solidarity, social progress and youth rights. WFDY plays a fundamental role for the reinforcement of the anti-imperialist and progressive youth movement, for the dynamic of the struggle, and for the political and social consciousness of young people, in which the collective construction of opinion, action and involvement of the Federation contributes a lot. Its indispensable connection to the youth reality, problems, struggles and conquers within the youth movement is consequence from the self-characteristics of its organizations. The demands, positions and opinions of WFDY result from the action and demands of the youth movement in totally because the dynamic, aspirations and struggle of youth and students movement in each country are closely connected with the action of each of its organizations. By the ideals and values that embodies, WFDY is a pattern for the anti-imperialist youth movement at world level, for its entire historical struggle and convictions. 
During the 16th Assembly of WFDY, which took place on March 2003 in Havana, Cuba we made a deep analysis and discussion, reflecting on the present world situation, the imperialist attacks against the youth and people, the response of the world’s progressive movement by its struggle and actions and the role that WFDY has to play in the current situation. Since then the reality has proved the accuracy of our evaluations and decisions. WFDY reaches its 17th Assembly stronger and richer in experiences in the contemporary struggle for the rights and needs of the youth, in facing the old and new challenges in various countries and regions, confronting imperialism and its policies, rallying broader forces along with its organizations in the respective countries to fulfill the aspirations of the youth.

The present world situation

Nowadays, the world’s imperialist forces, with the United States (US) government in the frontline, have undertaken an aggressive and despicable offense, indiscriminately trying to remove all obstacles on their way to consolidate their global power. Helped by the change in the balance of forces in the world and supported by a deep ideological offense, imperialism increases exploitation and has, as its inherent aspect, the use of war and repression in order to maintain and expand markets, holding energy sources and repress the peoples’ fights.

European Union (EU) and North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) among others subordinate governments to the economic, military and political interests of big capital's world domination strategy. Imperialism also uses powerful tools to coordinate and regulate policies and the economy – Group of 8 (G8), International Monetary Fund (IMF), Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), World Bank (WB), World Trade Organization (WTO), European Central Bank (ECB). We must not ignore the responsibilities of the national States, national bourgeois classes that have their wills expressed by these international institutions, through contradictions and/or collaboration among them.
The events of 11th of September, 2001 have been used by the US government and its allies as a pretext to launch an escalation of the imperialist campaign of world domination, disguised as a supposed “war on terror” and “struggle for freedom” against a fictitious “axis of evil”, through which it strives to impose its laws. Such events and their consequences have marked the imperialist tactics during the past six years, serving the redoubling of imperialist policies, which are characterized by permanent contradictions and alliances among imperialist centers – the US, EU and Japan. This policy has resulted the war and occupation of Yugoslavia, Afghanistan and Iraq, military attacks against Lebanon, continuous aggression against Palestine, and threats against Cuba, Venezuela, DPRK, Syria, Iran, and Belarus among others. This aggressiveness is by no means accidental. It stems from imperialism’s structural incapability to come up with solutions to the needs of the vast majority of the world’s population and at the same time to perpetuate its existence. This aggressiveness is expressed on different levels: 

At the economic level, it implies a strategic restructuring of its function (known as neo-liberal policies) in order to increase exploitation and competitiveness mainly trough the constitution of powerful monopolist groups who hold most of the richness produced in the world and dominate world economies and the financial system with catastrophic effects for millions of people all over the world. 

The imperialist response to the crisis is to commoditize all spheres of social life (education, health, social security, transports, etc), thus increasing inequality and poverty. Both in the capitalist center and periphery, millions see their condition deteriorate and have no way of satisfying their most basic needs. Imperialism parasitic and inhumane nature is increasingly obvious in the economic and social spheres. Even though it has huge resources at its disposal, sophisticated tools to manage crises and a growing subordination of political power structures to its orders, the world economic situation is increasingly unstable, with imbalances and inequalities widening. 

A good indicator of this is the displacement of companies – as part of the international division of work – to countries where imperialism finds new ways to exploit labor, often with concessions by national governments for their installation. The younger generations are hugely affected, both in terms of the young victims of exploitation in the countries where delocalized companies install themselves, and of the young people who become unemployed in the countries from which these companies have withdrawn. Imperialism’s nature normally leads to the rise of criminal practices in economic activities, with fraudulent bankruptcies in mega-companies such as Parmalat, Enron or Worldcom, among others. Trafficking in weapons, drugs and people are on the rise, as are the profits from these criminal activities. Money laundering from organized crime has become part of the ruling system's "normal" operation, through "off-shores" (tax-free areas, with no checks on "economic activities") and the parallel economy plays an increasing role in the world economy.

In the meantime capitalist restoration proceeds in the countries of Eastern Europe and former Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR), and so does EU enlargement to 27 members not for the economic and social improvement and cohesion neither the cooperation nor solidarity among the people but to expand markets and exploit cheaper manpower by the big employers and the financial capital.

At the military level, to secure control over markets and resources, the US and its allies launched a military crusade against whoever stands in their way. This constantly intensifying imperialist aggressiveness has made use of all the methods to achieve its goals: blockades, embargos, sanctions, provocation of conflicts, threats of interventions and use of nuclear weapons, the so-called “preemptive attacks”, military interventions, wars and occupations, instigation and manipulation of regional conflicts, undertaken against countries and movements to accelerate their plans to control more areas in the world, threatening the global peace and security and spreading death and misery. 

Using defense of human rights as an excuse, the EU – supported US/NATO aggression against Yugoslavia in 1999 marked a qualitative step forward for imperialist militarization and war. The aggression against Yugoslavia also served to change NATO's strategic concept: NATO, with its expansion towards Eastern Europe, emerged clearly as an aggressive organization, giving itself the right to intervene anywhere in the world, wherever it feels its interests are threatened. 
The attacks of US and its allies against sovereign nations serve their goals of appropriation of natural resources and energy, to consolidate and extend their influence in areas of huge strategic importance. In this frame the people of Middle East region lives in a tremendous instability caused by the imperialist aggressiveness that puts in stake their national sovereignty, using all the means – namely within the so-called “Great and New Middle East Projects” to change the political and geographical map of the region to transform it in an open area to steal and purloin its treasures. This is also done by harassing DPRK and tightening the encirclement of Russia and China by installing military bases in those areas. Today many are the attempts to legitimate a possible aggression to Iran, using the enriching of uranium in this country as an alleged reason.

Several steps have been done to enable imperialism to intervene quickly, whenever and wherever it decides to do so like the preemptive wars and direct military occupations, as in Afghanistan and Iraq, also based on allegations of possession of weapons of mass destruction (later proved to be false) with brutal consequences for these people as it is happening with the genocide in Iraq where more than six hundred thousand people have already died; Arms race and a spiraling rise in military budgets, especially in the US; The development and deployment of increasingly sophisticated weapons, with greater destructive power; Asserting the possibility of using nuclear weapons; The strengthening of NATO and the attempt to establish new imperialist political-military blocs such as the EU by the creation of an European Army as also revealed by the military intervention of EU-Army in Democratic Republic of Congo – the first one that EU carried out on its own. World military expenditure in 2005 presents a real terms increase of 34 per cent over the 10-year period 1996–2005, being the US and its close allies responsible for more than two–thirds of all military spending on Earth (of which, in turn, the US is responsible for the majority). We demand the reduction of military budgets, the end of military blocks and the closing down of all foreign military bases, defending the worldwide nuclear disarmament and the final elimination of nuclear, chemical and biological weapons. We denounce as well that some governments are recruiting young people for mercenary occupation troops exploiting the high percentages of mass unemployment in order to service the interests of imperialism. They aim youth to be an active supporter to their plans.
With the excuse of fighting terrorism, imperialism is constantly violating human rights. An example of this is the torture practiced by the CIA (US Central Intelligence Agency) authorized by the US government, against alleged terrorists in clandestine prisons spread out all over the world, from Afghanistan to EU countries. The CIA also freely roams illegally all over the world to capture persons who are later sent to the clandestine prisons with the active or passive collaboration of national governments in several countries, including those so-called pacifists. These actions are totally unacceptable, and even evade compliance with International Law's Convention against Torture.

The imperialist offenses are also carried out under the slogan of “democratizing regimes”. We believe that the only way to get real democracies comes from the free will of the people and their daily struggle and not by imperialist interferences or interventions that only aim the exploitation and control of people and natural resources. 

The promotion of peace and progress appears increasingly in jeopardy due to the buildup of inter-imperialist contradictions and of contradictions among the countries of developed capitalism – subverting the United Nations (UN) role. Nowadays UN and its role are depending on the current negative balance of forces. Imperialists do not leave any margin for human rights and international law in order to promote their plans. US and its allies have imposed reforms that consolidate the use of UN as an international tool to legitimate their policies and aggressions, instead of complying with its obligation to be an important guarantor of peace and a reliable defender of people against any imperialist intervention giving world’s nations equal rights and duties, and empowering the General Assembly. We call for a true democratization of the UN and all its institutions and for the reaffirmation of its Charter.
At the political level, in order to secure its rule over the people stepping up security-centered and authoritarian tendencies. They tell they want to fight terrorism but in fact they just want to break the social protests and anti-imperialist struggle, assuring the total free movements of the great transnational capital and keep a lot of profits. In fact, capitalism produces and creates terrorism, in multiple ways. The insolent effort to present resistance as a form of violence and struggle as a form of terrorism is very old, but the people are not confused. 

With the excuse of the struggle against terrorism, the examples have been piling up: indiscriminate bugging and recording of phone calls, curbs on (and on certain cases even abolition of) the right to associate and demonstrate, authority to arbitrarily detain and imprison and control over email, the placement of biometric data on passports, among others. Imperialism uses a culture of insecurity, terror and fear to demobilize the struggle, in its bid to hold onto its power. An example of this is the use of the blasts in Madrid and London to justify violations of citizens' rights, freedoms and safeguards.

Moreover, such actions prepare the ground for the cultivation of racism, xenophobia, anti-Muslim hysteria, Zionism, religious and sectarian conflicts, nationalistic chauvinism, and fascism – which are being used as an instrument for dividing people and erasing the basic contradiction between their interests and the ambition of imperialism to rule over them.

In the last few years there has been a growing number of worrying attempts (not just by fascist and most reactionary forces, but also by other social-democratic forces) not just to ban the organizations that most consistently lead the struggle in their countries but also to criminalize their ideas, to restrict democratic rights and to spread anti-communism. The attempt to ban our organization in Czech Republic, the Communist Youth Union (KSM), by the country's government, the anti-democratic and anti-communist resolutions and memorandums of the European Parliament and the Council of Europe are recent indicative examples.
At the ideological level, in order to prevent disputes of its rule, imperialism uses the media, the educational system, art, recreation and other mechanisms to unfold a sophisticated offense that provides the theoretical and moral basis for the abovementioned measures. Its central goal – in the sphere of ideas – is to mystify, mask and legitimize imperialism's exploitative and oppressive character, to discourage the anti-imperialist struggle and to generate and shape ideas that can serve and support the ruling class. On this regard Imperialism also blanks, revises and rewrites the history. What is especially alarming is that this offense, waged on many fronts, affects - for the most part – young people sometimes from the time of childhood.

The humanity rejects the imperialist policies of wars and aggressions. The unprecedented isolation of the US government and its foreign policy results from the growing unity and role played by the anti-imperialist forces worldwide, specially among the youth, with an active contribution of WFDY.

Imperialism is not invincible, as it presents itself; on the contrary its continuously deepening crisis is structural, and its aggressiveness has no way out but its complete overthrow by the people.

Youth and people’s life under imperialist attack 

In a world more and more dominated by neo-liberal and anti-people policies, young people are faced with huge common problems. The “capitalist globalization”, is nothing else than imperialism. The system of exploitation and control of the people and national policies and resources by international capital, is pushing masses of young people into despair. The "new opportunities" of technological progress are only for those who can afford them, while basic needs and rights are being undermined. An unfair international division of work and the existence of “foreign debts” make countries in debt dependent on richer countries. The situation of so-called “underdeveloped countries” is the result of the relations of domination that capitalist centers impose on these nations. The perpetuation of these relations of dependency is vital to the ruling class. Since the 16th Assembly the quality of life of young people has worsened. The situation of girls and young women is even worse. 

More than one billion people in the world live on less than one US dollar per day. All over the world, 209 million young people (18% of the total) live on less than one US dollar a day, and some 515 million live on less than two US dollars a day. Every three and a half seconds, another person dies of starving; the large majority of these people are children; 160,1 million young people are undernourished. The 24 richest countries held 85% of the world’s riches. 
Water all around the globe is being more and more a target to the exploitative nature of capitalism that puts in stake the water resources (essential to life) and its fair supply, and its domain is being used as a strategic and political weapon by imperialism. According to the UN, 20% of the world's population in 30 countries faces water shortages and this number is expected to rise to 30% of the world's population in 50 countries in 2025. More than 1 billion people do not have access to reliable sources of drinkable water. Among them, five million people, mostly children, die each year as a result of diseases closely associated to this problem. Access to basic services continues to be severely limited – two billion people around the world don’t have access to electricity and 40% of the world’s population does not have access to basic sanitary conditions.
Children are being abused and forced into military operations, prostitution, and drug trafficking, and the number of street children is increasing. WFDY condemns sexual abuse of children, the use of child labor and child slavery.

Imperialism also undermines the conditions of education for the youth, encouraging the exclusion and desertion of formal education. Nowadays, 113 millions of children do not go to school and 130 millions of young people are illiterate. Against its commercialization, we demand full access to public, free and quality education.

We observe the elimination of the majority of labor rights, especially those of young workers who suffer more the effects of unemployment. Youth unemployment (ages 15 - 24) rose from 11,7% in 1993 to 14,4% in 2003 (that is 88 million young people worldwide). We fight for the right to jobs with rights, against exploitation and precariousness. We support the organized struggle of young workers for the defense of the interests of all of the people by strengthening the trade union movement, against all new forms of exploitation before the intention to create a new, dehumanized generation that is deprived of rights of any type.

Ten million young people live with AIDS, mostly in Africa and Asia. Every year, around 3 million people die of malaria. We demand free and universal access to health care for the youth and the people, as the only way of guaranteeing the human right to health, alerting for the responsibilities of the national governments on this regard. WFDY condemns the big pharmaceutical trusts that monopolize the production and distribution of needed medicine. These companies are profiting from the AIDS pandemic instead of providing the means of treatment for the millions suffering from AIDS. We demand the immediately end of patents in medicines that are need to fight the AIDS pandemic in the world, giving the possibility of the developing countries to produce and distribute them for free through the public services to whom that needs.
Imperialist warmongering policies produce such harms as refugees, millions of people who are compelled to leave their homes, lands, jobs and families. Also the economic policies of hunger produce emigrants, the majority of them move to developed capitalist countries illegally and are treated as slaves and used as a pretext for the implementation of reactionary measures to the detriment of all people, which has directly led to the resurgence of racism and fascism, something that is a shame for humanity. No single human being can be illegal.
The drug addiction is diluting the minds and destroying the lives of the youth. The increase in use of drugs in young people is a dangerous phenomenon, but we think that is not punishing millions of young consumers that the problem can be solved - the use of drugs in young generation is a social problem and expression of social uneasiness and must be faced like this. We demand the provision of accessible, free, public and secular services for prevention and treatment of drug addiction and alcoholism. The traffic of drugs is a viaticum for the imperialist economy and the policies of “War on Drugs” of US are only a way to suppress the people’s struggle against imperialism. This policy instead of decreasing the traffic and trade of drugs increase it, showing that what imperialism really wants is to increase the custom of drugs to control people with repressive policies in one hand and in the other hand to use the profits of drugs trade to involve in illicit market other traffics like arms. In the same way we reject the attempts to confuse the traditional practices of autochthonous cultures, specially the indigenous ones, with drug traffic. We demand immediate action and punishment of military institutions, banks and governments who benefit from drug trafficking and money laundering.
The profit drive and unbridled exploitation of planet's natural resources follows the logic of wastage and destruction and is the main threat to the environment. The environmental issue is taking on a very worrying dimension – destruction of the ozone layer, deforestation, soil erosion and desertification, ocean pollution, climate change and decline of species – also due to the production of genetically modified (GM) organisms, are all jeopardizing humankind's future. The people have an inalienable right to avail ourselves of the planet’s wealth and resources and to use them – in a rational way which does not harm the environment – in order to cover the urgent needs of the three quarters of the humanity. WFDY expresses its deep concern about the future of the planet faced with environmental degradation and ecological destruction.

Scientific and technological breakthroughs are retained and restricted in their use for exploitation and oppression, instead of playing their role in liberating and freeing humankind. The Internet continues to be inaccessible to the vast majority. For example, Sub-Saharan Africa has a mere 0, 1% of the world’s internet connections, while it consists of 10% of the world’s population. We demand that science and technological breakthroughs be used to benefit of youth and peoples, instead of being used as one more way of profit.

The development of the mass media and other information channels does not reflect a process of democratization with respect to access to and the production of information and culture. Most of the world’s information centers are in the hands of transnational companies, and the content of this information and cultural values is determined by the class interests of the dominant ideology and against the interests of young people and students. 

Two main trends are confronting each other: on the one side, imperialism with its interventionist and war policies and, on the other the peoples who struggle for their inalienable rights. WFDY is committed to and struggle for a world of peace, for a different socio-economic system that holds the human being as a center and main maker, a system based on social justice, national sovereignty, independence, self-determination, democracy, security, friendship, international solidarity and cooperation. We demand respect for and call for the defense of human and youth rights, women’s rights, sexual and reproductive rights, sustainable development and the environment. We demand that everyone should have access to employment, labor rights, food and water, free, public and qualitative education, health care, sports, housing, culture and technology. 

Solidarity with youth and people’s resistance and struggle fighting imperialism!

The youth make up one of the most progressive, radical, and dynamic forces of society. Continuously they are important catalytic forces for social transformation and progress. The future of every country is strongly shaped by the united efforts of its young people, making them one of the main targets of imperialism, which cannot solve problems or answer to the interests and needs of the youth, instead they increase the problems and seem to want a new generation with no rights whatsoever with the goal to rule as the only possible system in the world’s scale and smash whomever stand against them. For the ruling class it is essential the people not to organize, question, think, discuss or reflect and know its defeats – that are the victories of the workers and people. They only want the people to accept the things like they are presented to us, resigned to a history that they want with no more chapters. We have not reached the end of the ideologies and the end of the history and life has proved it. The total failure of neo-liberal policies was sharply felt in many parts of the world and is being challenged by the huge ranks of youth and students all over the world. 

Despite this offense the progressive and peace loving forces have been resisting, confronting, conquering important victories and growing stronger. As long as injustice and exploitation will rule the world, as long as people are being oppressed there will be always resistance. Even though we are going through a period of resistance and gathering strength, the transformation’s potential is rising. The answer to this offense is the intensification of the masses’ struggle. The fight is the path to the battle against imperialism and to conquer of rights. The fight at a national level plays, within this context, a central role in the fight against the specific measures affecting the youth. The road to the defense of the rights of the youth includes their exercise, and day-by-day making these rights acquired and due. The struggle must always be connected to daily life at school, at work, in the neighborhood because only this way will reinforce the global fight against imperialism through the national struggles and increase youths’ awareness, strengthening the student and youth associative movement and the fair and correct demands of the youth masses for the transformation of the concrete reality. 

An outstanding pattern of this was the 16th World Festival of Youth and Students (WFYS), successfully held in Caracas, Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, from 7 to 15 August 2005, under the slogan “For Peace and Solidarity, We Struggle against Imperialism and War!”, continuing with the Festivals movement and reinforcing it as one of the main expressions of anti-imperialist, anti-fascist and anti-colonialist struggles led by youth and as the largest and the most significant political, cultural, broad-based mass event organized by world progressive and democratic youth and student forces. This edition of the Festival welcomed more than 17.000 delegates of local, national, regional and international organizations from 144 countries, representing millions of young people and students from all over the world that were deeply involved in the participative, massive, democratic and rich preparatory process, namely under the guidance of WFDY’s organizations. The role that WFDY played was determinant and fundamental, not only trough the important task of coordinating the work of the International Organizing Committee (IOC), but also due to its intensive work and involvement from the first moment in all the preparatory process. The ties created our strengthened among the world youth in the Festivals are an essential contribution for the unity of the youth movement at international level. In coming period, prior to next Festival, we will continue to struggle and to expand the scope of our actions on many occasions, with ever greater strength and determination. This is, more than anything, what guarantees the success of the 17th WFYS and the continuation of its glorious history. 

The humanity has given a strong response to the war against Iraq when millions of people went on streets simultaneously all over the world in 2003 protesting against the invasion and war, for peace, and continuing to mobilize them against the war from that time. On theses demonstrations and actions the participation of young people was very big and the WFDY’s organizations played a very important role in the dynamic that assumed these struggles. The struggle for peace has been very important along the years and with these recent actions we face the challenge of the consciousness of the youth masses and focus the struggle against the enemy of peace, the imperialism.
WFDY expresses its solidarity towards the people and youth of Iraq in their struggle and resistance against imperialist occupation forces, welcomes the national and democratic Iraqi resistance efforts put up by the Iraqi people for the integrity of their country and “and for a future build by its people without imperialist interferences. We demand the immediate withdrawal of US, British and all occupation forces and the preservation of Iraqi sovereignty and unity. We demand as well the immediate end of occupation, withdraw of all foreign troops from Afghanistan and defend the right of the Afghan people to decide their own destiny by their own. We extend our solidarity to the Palestinian people and youth, and to their struggle against the State of Israel's brutal policy, for the demolition of the apartheid wall, for the withdrawal of Israel from the occupied territories, for the refugees' right to return and for the inalienable right to set up their own independent and sovereign State on the soil of Palestine with the capital in Jerusalem, according to all relevant UN resolutions. We condemn as well the aggression and the human rights violation against Palestinians’ refugees all over the world. WFDY expresses its deep solidarity with the Lebanese youth and people, for their rights in resisting to the aggression and foreign intervention in their internal issues, to defend and preserve the independence, sovereignty and territorial unity of the country, highlighting their brave response to the Israeli war. WFDY conveys its strong support for the struggle of Palestinian, Lebanese and Syrian youth and people to return their occupied lands from Zionist Israel. We denounce imperialism’s and its agents’ repressive policies in the region and demand the immediate release of all political prisoners, most of which are Palestinians. We express our solidarity with the people and youth of Morocco in their struggle for the liberation of Sebta y Melilla, occupied by Spain.

We stand in solidarity towards and support the people and youth of Western Sahara in their struggle for the establishment of free and independent State, demanding the retreat of Moroccan forces from Western Sahara and the release of Saharaui prisoners, underscoring the UN role and efforts for a peaceful, fairness solution according with the rights of all Saharaui people in self-determination, namely a free and fair referendum for Western Sahara people decides their future. We salute the youth and people of Sudan for their efforts for peace and human rights within the current peace process. WFDY expresses its support and solidarity towards the people and youth of Zimbabwe in their struggle to economically emancipate themselves through the land reform program - an agrarian revolution that has resulted in a more equitable ownership of the means of production enabling the indigenous people to assume full control of their own economy, against imperialist sanctions and interventions. We have witnessed with great concern how our brothers and sisters in the Democratic Republic of Congo, Rwanda, Burundi, Ivory Coast, and Benin have wrestled with internal conflicts and war. We denounce the dictatorship and autocratic monarchy in Swaziland and support its people and their right to choose the kind of government they want to live under. We highlight the need to provide relevant institutional and political support for the attainment of peace and development in the Horn of Africa (Somalia, Ethiopia, and Eritrea), denouncing as well the recent meddling of US in Somalia, and the attempt to create a US military command in Africa. 
We express our solidarity towards Korean youth for the reunification of the country by Korean nation itself under the banner of the June 15th North-South Joint Declaration and demand the immediately withdraw of US army from South Korea (positioned there for over 60 years) and the abandon of its hostile policy that it is now intending to break a reckless nuclear war against DPRK to realize its supremacy over the entire Korean peninsula, as well as we demand Japanese authorities to withdraw immediately their political pressure upon the Koreans in Japans and their organization – CHONGRYON (General Association of Korean Residents in Japan). We congratulate the Nepalese youth and people for their victory in the struggle against the king’s dictatorial government and wish them all the success in their ongoing struggle for democracy and human rights to declare Nepal as a “Democratic Republic State”. We demand the return of all Bhutanese refuges to their country with respect and dignity. We express our solidarity towards the student, youth and people’s movements in Myanmar in an effort to further democratize the political, economic and social life of the country. We express support for Sri Lanka’s progressive movements struggle for national unity and against imperialist attempts at dividing the country and destabilizing the region. We support the Vietnamese people’s endeavors in their national renewal process and express our solidarity towards the Vietnamese victims of the US’ Agent Orange/Dioxin in their struggle for justice. We call for Australia and New Zealand troops to withdraw from the Solomon Islands and East Timor once these military interventions are not motivated by humanitarian causes but to defend the imperialist interests in the region. We express solidarity for the youth and students of the Philippines in fighting the political repression and human rights violations of the US-backed Arroyo regime and supporting their struggle for education, justice and other democratic rights of the Filipino youth and people.  
We salute the resistance of Cuba and the progress of its model of social development, more and more committed with the culture of its people and youth as an example the upholding of principles, where the blockade and acts of aggressions crash against a dignified people, with which the new generations of young people and students around the world close ranks. We emphasize the demand to release of the 5 Cubans unjustly imprisoned by the US government under psychological torture and prohibition total or partial of the visit of their relatives. We express our active solidarity to the youth and people of Venezuela towards the consolidation and deepening of the Bolivarian Revolution – with the implementation of wide-ranging democratic reforms, significant advances in the social sphere namely trough the social missions, active participation by the people and the youth and people's resistance against successive attempted coups by the domestic big bourgeoisie in connection with neo-liberalism and imperialism. We should also highlight the meaning of the growing resistance against the ruinous policies of imperialism's international institutions and the overwhelming domination by transnational corporations as well as the broad people's struggle against the privatization of public services and companies, the struggle against the Free Trade Agreement of the Americas (FTAA/ALCA) and other Free Trade Agreements (FTA’s) – which are US re-colonizing processes for Latin America. The intensive mass struggles in various countries of Latin America contributed to avoid the FTAA from being a reality today. We salute the advances in the Bolivarian Alternative for the Americas (ALBA) between Cuba, Venezuela and Nicaragua nowadays an alternative to the neo-liberal and neo-colonial intentions, based on principles of political, economical, social and cultural integration that contributes to build at higher stage the initiated attempts of Latin American integration. The influx of immigrant workers due to North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) and similar trade agreements has sparked a movement that has strengthened the entire working class. We also welcome the upsurge of immigrant workers, many of whom are young, particularly the labor-led mass actions of the past years, in their struggle to better conditions in the US and their home countries. We highlight the people’s resistance in Colombia against the military intervention of US and against the Alvaro Uribe’s government, as well as the advances of the left forces in the recent electoral battle of the left drawing in the country a scenario like never before. We extend our solidarity and support the resistance of the Bolivian people against the anti-democratic aggressive maneuvers carried out by US against their country, especially after the electoral victory of the progressive forces. We salute the struggle of the Chilean students that showed the iniquity and evident crisis of a law inherited from the fascist government of Pinochet, in spite of advances in the unity of the left forces and the consolidation of new alliances that enhance the fight of the people for a better government in the country. We greeted the progressive tendency and anti-hegemonic resistance, with the rise of new political and social forces that look for their own ways and fight to surpass the traditional dependency and subordination to the exogenous powers.
We express our solidarity: towards the peoples of the Balkans, who for years have endured the consequences of war and the constant intervention of NATO and the EU with a clear interventionism that has lead more recently to another break-up in the territories of ex-Yugoslavia with the separation of Montenegro from Serbia; towards Cypriots, Greeks and Turkish Cypriots, in their struggle for reunification underlining the urgent need to end the Turkish occupation and find a peaceful, viable and functional solution to the Cyprus problem, based on bi-communal, bi-zonal federation, acceptable to both communities, and also to their struggle for demilitarization of the island and especially the withdraw of British bases; towards the communist, workers and progressive parties, movements and militants that are facing persecution and restrictions, especially in Eastern Europe. We salute the "No" victories in the French and Dutch referenda on the European Constitutional Treaty, as two significant defeats for European big business and for those who want to build a neo-liberal, federalist and militaristic Europe, showing the repudiation for path of EU construction that run counter to the national sovereignty, youth, workers and people’s interests. The "No" victory in Sweden's single currency referendum was another expression of this. We stress the struggle of people in each country against US and NATO expansions of military bases like the base of Vicenza in Italy and those in the territories of Czech Republic and Poland. We highlight as well the Turkish people's significant mass actions against their country's EU membership. We value the different and significant struggles of the young workers and students in various European countries against the neo-liberal policies pointing, for its expression, the French youngsters against the First Job Contract, and Greek students against the privatization of education. We salute the struggle of the progressive forces in US, highlighting the growing of the anti-war movement all over the states as an important contribution against the imperialist policies.
The 2005 events marking the 60th anniversary of the peoples' victory over fascism, and of the nuclear bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, as well as the 30th anniversary of the victory by the Vietnamese people and by international solidarity over imperialism and war, were important moments in the anti-imperialist struggle, countering the attempts to whitewash or adulterate history, to forget workers' and peoples' resistance and historic victories.

In recent years, the so-called "anti-globalization movement", (on its diverse expressions from protests actions to the policies of imperialist’s international organizations till the World Social Forums - WSF) with the contradictions inherent to its origins and broad-based composition has been raising banners such as the struggle against war and neo-liberalism. It is composed of very different entities, with different sizes and characteristics, and sometimes contradictory levels of organization, with a significant youth presence and major mass media coverage, and which have had major political significance as protests, due to the novelty of their presentation and the visibility they achieve among world public opinion. Despite our collective reflection that these spaces do not replace and cannot replace the efforts and struggles of the youth and people in each country, WFDY (which is in the International Council of the WSF) should conduct its participation and political presence at the WSF promoting our views, positions, banners and slogans. We should try to raise the awareness of young participants and contact with their organizations, taking in mind that the presence of WFDY should be always organized and coordinated with its organizations in the country where these events are hosted as well as with the organizations that participate there.

WFDY salutes the political and electoral advances and victories of the progressive, leftist and democratic forces around the world in the recent period. WFDY welcomes and supports as well the goals of the growing class and progressive trade union movement, peasant and landless movements, the movement of the homeless and unemployed, the women’s movement and the movement of indigenous people. We salute all the youth in struggle stating that the appeal of progressive ideals worries the system of exploitation and discrimination because by its policies the young people become aware of the imperialist crimes. 

“Let’s reinforce the struggle against imperialist aggression and exploitation for peace, solidarity and social transformation!”

Nowadays the complex and dangerous situation in international level puts in front of us harder challenges and bigger responsibilities. The struggle for convergence of all anti-monopoly classes and strata, especially among young people, students, women, workers, farmers is a prime task at this time. WFDY is proud of what it has achieved over the years. Nevertheless WFDY should create conditions for a more regular, effective and collective work at national, regional and international level. We should continue to focus on plans of action realistic but ambitious, reinforcing WFDY and its organizations and the anti-imperialist youth movement in all fields and levels. 

The active involvement of our organizations in the general work of WFDY is the guaranty for the success of our collective efforts. The struggles, demonstrations, congresses, festivals, conferences, seminars, debates, solidarity actions and other activities of WFDY’s organizations are important events to strengthen this collective work, wherein WFDY should try to participate. The commitment and efforts of our members in each country, among the young people, are crucial to achieve our common goals.

The positive work of WFDY’s bodies must be strength even more. WFDY is continuing to pursue the improvement of the work of the General Council, Coordinating Council and Auditing Commission in a regular and effective manner and valuing the collective work and responsibilities. WFDY should as well to persist encouraging and supporting the dynamic, initiative and work of the Regional Commissions (Africa, Asia, Europe & North America, Latin America & Caribbean, and Middle East) as part of the general action of the Federation. Additionally we underline the importance to boost the sharing of information between the organizations and the bodies of WFDY and among the organizations and Regional Commissions.  

WFDY has grown as well in terms of its membership. By strengthening our Federation on all continents WFDY is aiming at promoting the interests and rights of young people. Thus we also decide to initiate a process of bring up to date the reality, situation and contacts of all our organizations taking measures for a even more effective and active membership, following the “Update Contacts Campaign” initiated in 2006.

The situation of the youth all over the world demands our active action. Increasing the knowledge on the political, economic and social situation of the young people all over the world should be one of our main priorities. The analysis and discussion of the youth reality, problems and wills is crucial for the development of our concrete actions. It is essential for WFDY to create the conditions to have more collective discussions on some relevant documents, studies and reports involving directly or indirectly the young people. On this framework WFDY decides to launch at least three International Thematic Campaigns in 2008, 2009 and 2010 on the issues of Foreign Military Bases, Education and Employment. We should encourage the organizations to inform us about the political and social situation of the young people in their countries in a regular way. The distribution of thematic responsibilities among the organizations, namely those that belong to the WFDY’s bodies could be also helpful. 

We aim at deepening the anti-imperialist character of WFDY, at the strengthening bonds with all organizations sharing our views. WFDY's role can become even more important with better planning and coordination of common actions between organizations at regional and international level. It is important to materialize our common views and understandings with concrete actions such as collective statements, positions, solidarity missions, conferences, seminars, festivals, protests, concerts, etc. In addition we underline the need of WFDY to contribute for the usefulness of the Joint Announcement of International Organizations signed in 2003 and to follow closer the developments with our fraternal organization the International Union of Students (IUS) helping on its reinforcement, taking also into account that the students’ struggle all over the world reveals the importance of its international coordination.
The internationalist solidarity is one of the main priorities for WFDY. Besides the active solidarity of WFDY with all the people in struggle all over the world trough its positions, calls and statements that we should reinforce, the concrete activities like campaigns, missions and solidarity visits are essential. We should accelerate as well the implementation of the measures decides in 2006 regarding the development of the “International Campaign for Democratic and Civil Rights and Liberties” and the action “Stop immediately the Israeli aggression against Lebanese and Palestinian youth and people” of WFDY.

The celebration of the anniversary of WFDY (10th of November) is one more opportunity to intensify the promotion and affirmation of its objectives, character, principles, proposals and struggles. Moreover it is a privileged moment to connect the activities of the Federation with the action of each organization in the respective countries closely linked with the youth reality, aspirations and wants, and consequently to contribute for the reinforcement of WFDY. In addition we decide to start working on a commemorative book to be published by the 65 years of WFDY (2010). We should also take into consideration some other important and meaningful dates in our work and commemorate them organizing some thematic activities on their framework.

According with the consultative status with UN (ECOSOC) and operational relations with UNESCO the adopted guidelines regarding the work of WFDY on this regard proved to be correct and appropriate. We should continue to evaluate our participation on the basis that we should be present in the most important meetings to promote our ideas and positions. On this framework the issues related with the young people assume more importance in terms of our priorities. The contact we re-established with UNESCO in 2003, trough the Head of the Youth Section, where it was expressed their willingness to have a closer cooperation with us has been reinforced once it has revealed good results in our work. We should try to have a similar relation with the Youth Section of UN. We should continue as well the project “Organization of Historical Files of WFDY”, supported by UNESCO, and promote the richness of this patrimony that constitutes an important part of the history of the second half of the 20th century, namely in terms of the youth and students’ movement.

The promotion of WFDY trough propaganda materials (brochures, DVD, magazine “World Youth”, posters, stickers and website) has met positive achievements. Even so these improvements should be deeper to have more regular, dynamic and creative propaganda and publications. We should continue trying to involve more organizations in the conception of our propaganda and drive each organization to use the WFDY’s propaganda according with its own needs and reality with the goal to mobilize and raise the alertness of youngsters and counter the corporate media.

Our first commitment has been and will always be with the people, with the young people and students that suffer the most as a result of imperialist policies. We are carrying on our struggle to organize youth and students in our countries based on the common problems of the vast majority of the young people, based on the common demands and slogans which together form the banner of the Federation. WFDY is optimistic and also youth and people can be also optimistic. The role of masses is the big obstacle to imperialism despite the differences in the balance of forces. The struggle of the anti-imperialist, progressive and democratic youth movement, all over the world, would not let the imperialist forces to stop the fight for peace, social progress and youth rights.  

WFDY is getting inspired by the noble ideals and goals of its founder generation and of all other generations, which fought vigorously against imperialism, hand in hand with the youth and workers for a new society, more fraternal and fair, without exploitation of man by man. WFDY has continued to struggle over the years for the human liberation from all kinds of oppression, exploitation, domination and discrimination. WFDY is committed to stand for and fight for the rights of youth and to fulfill the dreams and aspirations of the youth of the world. The ideals that were present at WFDY foundation are completely valid and its democratic and progressive traditions reinforce our determination to continue the struggle, initiated in 1945, in this century that begins and that shall become the century of the people and the youth, the century of the people’s victory over imperialism. We call on youth to join this struggle confident that the victory will be ours! 
YOUTH UNITE! FORWARD FOR LASTING PEACE!
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